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1
FEATURE SET OPTIMIZATION IN
VISION-BASED POSITIONING

BACKGROUND

Vision-aided navigation extracts features from an image
and performs feature matching with a geo-referenced image.
The objective of the feature matching is to provide accurate
tracked features as the measurement of a navigation solution
(e.g., position, velocity, and attitude). For example, in a geo-
reference vision-aided navigation situation, good feature
matching between a captured image and geo-referenced
imagery increases the accuracy of the subsequent vision-
aided positioning. Good feature matching will generate accu-
rate positioning results, while bad feature matching with large
errors will reduce the accuracy of a navigation solution. In
general, it is desirable to use only the good matched features.

SUMMARY

In one embodiment, a method for optimizing a set of
matched features is provided. The method includes matching
features between an optical image and a geo-referenced
orthoimage to produce an initial set of matched features. An
initial position solution is then determined for the optical
image using the initial set of N matched features. The initial
set of N matched features are then optimized based on a set of
N sub-solutions and the initial position solution, wherein each
of'the N sub-solutions is a position solution using a different
set of (N-1) matched features. A refined position solution is
then calculated for the optical image using the optimized set
of matched features.

DRAWINGS

Understanding that the drawings depict only exemplary
embodiments and are not therefore to be considered limiting
in scope, the exemplary embodiments will be described with
additional specificity and detail through the use of the accom-
panying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a flow diagram of an example method for deter-
mining a position solution including a method of optimizing
a set of matched features.

FIG. 2 is a flow diagram of an example method for opti-
mizing a set of matched features for use in the method of FIG.
1.

FIG. 3 is a flow diagram of an example method of deter-
mining a set of N sub-solutions from an initial position solu-
tion and a set of N matched features used to determine that
initial position solution in the method of FIG. 2.

FIG. 4 is a flow diagram of an example method of calcu-
lating a Z-score for each sub-solution in the set of N sub-
solutions determined in the method of FIG. 3.

FIG. 5 is a flow diagram of an example method for calcu-
lating a residual for a sub-solution having a Z-score above a Z
threshold as identified in the method of FIG. 4.

FIG. 6 is a flow diagram of an example method for exclud-
ing one or more matched features from the set of N matched
features based on the corresponding residual calculated in the
method of FIG. 5.

FIG. 7 is a block diagram of an example system for deter-
mining a position solution including a method of optimizing
a set of matched features.

In accordance with common practice, the various
described features are not drawn to scale but are drawn to
emphasize specific features relevant to the exemplary
embodiments.
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2
DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The subject matter described herein provides for an inter-
mediate step between feature matching and a final position
solution to improve the feature matching quality and hence
the positioning accuracy by optimizing a set of matched fea-
tures. The objective of the intermediate step is to remove one
or more bad matches from the set of matched features while
retaining good matches for positioning.

FIG. 1 is flow diagram of a method 100 for determining a
position solution using such a method 104 of optimizing a set
of matched features. Method 100 uses an image from the
image capturing device and correlates it with a geo-refer-
enced orthoimage to determine a position solution. This posi-
tion solution can be used in a larger navigation system to
determine a navigation solution for a vehicle. Such a naviga-
tion solution can be determined by an integrated navigation
system that uses information from one or more of an inertial
measurement unit (IMU), a GNSS receiver, magnetic sensor,
range sensor, and/or other sensor in addition to the image
capturing device. The navigation solution can include a posi-
tion, velocity, and attitude for the vehicle. The position of the
navigation solution may be the same or different than the
position solution determined in method 100 depending on
how the information from the various sensors is merged. An
example of such a navigation system is a vision-aided navi-
gation system. Method 100 is an example of determining a
position solution used in a navigation system. As such,
method 100 is repeated with successive images captured by
the image capturing device to continually update the position
solution for navigation purposes.

An iteration of method 100 starts with a position solution
from a previous iteration of the method 100. In examples
where method 100 is part of a larger integrated navigation
system, the position solution can be a position from a navi-
gation solution of a previous iteration. In examples where
method 100 is in a standalone system, the position solution
can be a position solution determined without information
from other sensors such as an IMU, a GNSS receiver, range
sensor, or magnetic sensor.

In the current iteration, an initial position solution can be
determined (block 102) based on the position solution from
the previous iteration of method 100. As mentioned above,
the initial position solution is a position solution updated in
time (based on the newly captured optical image) from the
position solution of the previous iteration. In an example,
since the position solution is determined based on a 2-dimen-
sional image, the position solution is a 2-dimensional (e.g., a
latitude and longitude) position estimate. To determine the
initial position solution, an optical image is captured for the
current iteration by the image capturing device. The optical
image is a 2-dimensional (2D) image that captures a repre-
sentation of color in the field of view of the image capturing
device. The representation of color can include a black and
white representation, grayscale representation, or another
color palette representation including any number of colors.
The image capturing device can include a digital camera, film
camera, digital sensor, charge-coupled device or other image-
capturing device that is capable of capturing images. In some
embodiments, the image capturing device can include one
device configured to capture a single image per iteration of
method 100. In other embodiments, however, the image cap-
turing device can include multiple devices configured to cap-
ture multiple images per iteration of method 100.

A plurality of features can be extracted from the optical
image and compared to features in a geo-referenced orthoim-
age. Features can be extracted using any appropriate method
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including one or more of a scale-invariant feature transform
(SIFT) extraction algorithm, a speed-up robust feature
(SURF) extraction algorithm, a Kanade Lucas Tomasi (KLT)
extraction algorithm, and the like. This process generates a
plurality of matched features between the optical image cap-
tured by the image capturing device and the geo-reference
orthoimage. Matching features can include refining the plu-
rality of matched features using an algorithm known to one
having skill in the art. For example, matching errors can be
removed using random sample consensus (RANSAC) or an
iteration thereof.

In any case, a set of N matched features is identified and is
used to determine the initial position solution based on the
position solution from the previous iteration. The initial posi-
tion solution can be determined using any appropriate method
now known or later developed that determines a position
solution based on a set of matched features between an optical
image and a geo-referenced orthoimage. The initial position
solution can be the output (i.e., the “final”) position solution
of a position solution algorithm. Any appropriate position
solution algorithm can be used such as the perspective-n-
point (PnP) algorithm. The initial position solution can be
determined using an appropriate system, referred to herein as
a “baseline system”. In an example, the initial position solu-
tion is an estimated position for a vehicle on which the image
capturing device is mounted at the time in which the optical
image was captured.

The set of N matched features is then optimized (block
104) based on the initial position solution. As mentioned
above, optimizing the initial positioning removes bad
matched features from the set of N matched features and
retains good matched features to produce an optimized set of
matched features. As matched features are only removed not
added, the optimized set of matched features is a subset of the
set of N matched features used to determine the initial posi-
tion solution.

A refined position solution is then determined using the
optimized set of matched features (block 106) and a position
solution algorithm such as the PnP algorithm. The refined
position solution can be determined using any appropriate
algorithm such as the PnP algorithm mentioned above with
respect to block 102. The refined position solution is deter-
mined for the same time/iteration as the initial position solu-
tion. That is, the refined position solution is based on the same
input data (optical image and previous position solution) as
the initial position solution. Accordingly, the initial position
solution and the refined position solution correspond to the
same point in time for navigation of a vehicle. Notably, how-
ever, the refined position solution is based on the optimized
set of matched features and, therefore, should be more accu-
rate than the initial position solution.

In examples where method 100 is part of a larger naviga-
tion system, the refined position solution can be provided to a
larger navigation system and can be integrated with measure-
ments from other sensing devices to determine a navigation
solution for a vehicle. This navigation solution can then be
input back into method 100 to begin another iteration. In
examples where method 100 is in a standalone system, the
refined position solution can be used as appropriate and can
be input back into method 100 to begin another iteration.

FIG. 2 is a flow diagram of an example method 104 for
optimizing a set of N matched features. As discussed above,
an initial position solution and the set of N matched features
used to determine that initial position solution are obtained
from a position solution algorithm. A set of N sub-solutions
are then determined based on the same position solution
algorithm as used to determine the initial position solution
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4

and the set of N matched features (block 202). Each of the
sub-solutions is a position solution determined based on the
set of N matched features having a different one of the
matched features excluded. A Z-score is then calculated for
each sub-solution, using the set of N sub-solutions as the
population for the Z-score (block 204). A residual is then
calculated for each sub-solution having a Z-score above a
Z-threshold (block 206). Each residual is based on a distance
between a location of each feature in a set of features in the
optical image and a predicted location of the feature accord-
ing to the respective sub-solution for that residual. If any
residuals are less than a threshold, the matched feature cor-
responding to the sub-solution for that residual is excluded
from the set of N matched features to produce an optimized
set of matched features (block 208). This optimized set of
matched features is then used to determine a refined position
solution as described with respect to block 106 of method
100. Each of the blocks 202, 204, 206, 208 is described in
greater detail below.

FIG. 3 is a flow diagram of an example method 202 of
determining a set of N sub-solutions from an initial position
solution and a set of N matched features used to determine
that initial position solution. To determine the set of N sub-
solutions, N subsets of the set of matched features can be
generated (block 302). Each subset of matched features is the
set of N matched features with a different one of the matched
features removed which results in N subsets of matched fea-
tures. The set of N sub-solutions is then determined by deter-
mining a respective position solution using an appropriate
position solution algorithm such as the PnP algorithm for
each respective subset of matched features (block 304). Thus,
each sub-solution is determined using a different subset of
(N-1) matched features, each such subset of (N-1) matched
features being a subset of the N matched features used to
determine the initial position solution. For example, a first
sub-solution is a position solution determined with a first
subset of matched features having a first matched feature of
the set of matched features excluded; a second sub-solution is
a position solution determined with a second subset of
matched features having a second matched feature of the set
of matched features excluded; and so on. The sub-solutions
can be determined using any appropriate position solution
algorithm such as the PnP algorithm discussed above.

FIG. 4 is a flow diagram of an example method 204 of
calculating a Z-score for each sub-solution in the set of N
sub-solutions. As known, a Z-score is a standard score; there-
fore, a Z-score is calculated for each sub-solution to deter-
mine which, if any, sub-solutions are outliers in the set of N
sub-solutions. The Z-score is calculated based off of the posi-
tion estimate of each sub-solution. In examples where the
position estimate is 2-dimensional, the Z-score can be calcu-
lated off of the ‘x’ (e.g., latitude) and ‘y’ (e.g., longitude)
coordinates.

In an example, to calculate a Z-score (block 402), the
median of the x coordinates and the median of the y coordi-
nates are calculated using the x coordinates and the y coordi-
nates of the set of N sub-solutions as the population. The
standard deviation of the x coordinates and the standard
deviation of the y coordinates is then calculated using the x
coordinates and the y coordinates of the set of N sub-solutions
as the population as well as the median of the x coordinates
and the median of'the y coordinates. In an example, a Z-score
for a respective sub-solution can be calculated from these
medians and standard deviations by calculating an x coordi-
nate Z-score and a y coordinate Z-score for the respective
sub-solution. The x coordinate Z-score can be calculated
based on the x coordinate of the respective sub-solution, the x
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coordinate median, and the x coordinate standard deviation.
The y coordinate Z-score can be calculated based on the y
coordinate of the respective sub-solution, the y coordinate
median, and the y coordinate standard deviation. The Z-score
for the respective sub-solution can then be calculated by
taking the square root of the x coordinate Z-score squared
plus the y coordinate Z-score squared for the respective sub-
solution. Other methods may also be possible to calculate a
Z-score for a respective sub-solution. This Z-score calcula-
tion is repeated with the coordinates of each sub-solution to
calculate a Z-score for each sub-solution.

The Z-score for each sub-solution is then compared to a Z
threshold (block 404). The Z threshold is set as the boundary
to distinguish outliers among the sub-solutions. The Z thresh-
old can be set in any appropriate manner such as based on
empirical analysis. Any sub-solution having a Z-score above
the Z threshold is subject to further analysis in acts 206 and
208 to determine whether to exclude the matched feature
corresponding to that sub-solution. A sub-solution having a
Z-score below the Z threshold is considered to fall within an
acceptable range of the sub-solutions and is not analyzed
further.

Blocks 202 and 204 effectively identify which matched
features are heavy influencers on the initial position solution
by determining which sub-solutions having a matched feature
excluded therefrom differ substantially from the set of N
sub-solutions. Since these matched features influence the ini-
tial position solution to a higher degree than other matched
features, these matched features are likely direct the initial
position solution in a different direction than the majority of
the matched features and, therefore are more likely to be in
error than other matched features. As such, these matched
features (e.g., their corresponding sub-solutions) are ana-
lyzed further to estimate an amount of error that each such
matched feature contributes to the initial position solution.

FIG. 5 is a flow diagram of an example method 206 for
calculating a residual for a sub-solution. A residual is calcu-
lated for each sub-solution having a Z-score above a thresh-
old. As mentioned above, each residual is based on a distance
between a location of each feature in a set of features in the
optical image and a predicted location of the feature accord-
ing to the respective sub-solution for that residual. The
residual provides an estimate of the amount of error produced
by the matched feature corresponding to a respective sub-
solution. In an example, a residual for a respective sub-solu-
tion is calculated as the median of a set of distances between
a location of each feature in a set of features in the optical
image and a predicted location of the feature according to the
respective sub-solution for that residual (block 502). More
specifically, the set of distances includes the distance between
the location in the optical image of each feature in the set of
features and a predicated location of that feature according to
the respective sub-solution. In this way, the residual is a
measure of the error in distance of the sub-solution as com-
pared to the correct position which is represented by the
optical image. In an example, the set of features used to
calculate the residual is the set of N matched features used to
determine the initial position solution. In another example,
the set of features used to calculate the residual is the set of
(N-1) matched features used to calculate the sub-solution for
that residual. In other examples a different set of features can
be used. Additionally, in other examples, other calculations
can be used to determine a residual for a respective sub-
solution. In any case, a residual is calculated for each sub-
solution having a Z-score above the Z threshold as discussed
with respect to FIG. 4.
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6

FIG. 6 is a flow diagram of an example method 208 for
excluding one or more matched features from the set of N
matched features. Each residual calculated in block 206 is
compared to a residual threshold (block 602) to determine if
the matched feature corresponding to that residual is insig-
nificant enough to warrant excluding that matched feature.
The residual threshold can be set in any appropriate manner.
In an example, the residual threshold is based on a residual of
the initial position solution determined by the baseline system
in block 102. This residual of the initial position solution can
be calculated in the same manner as the residuals for the
sub-solutions discussed with respect to FIG. 5. Using the
residual threshold of the initial position solution to set the
residual threshold normalizes the residual of the sub-solution
to the residual of the initial position solution.

In an example, the difference between the residual for a
respective sub-solution and the residual for the initial position
solution is compared to the threshold. Of course, this is math-
ematically the same as comparing the residual of a respective
sub-solution to the residual of the initial position solution plus
a constant. Accordingly, such calculations are included
within any language implying a comparison between a
residual and a residual threshold used herein. If the difference
between the residual for the respective sub-solution and the
residual for the initial position solution is less than the
residual threshold, the matched feature corresponding to the
sub-solution for that residual is excluded from the set of N
matched features to produce an optimized set of matched
features (block 604). This is because if the difference between
the residual of the respective sub-solution and the initial posi-
tion solution is small, then the matched feature that was
excluded when determining the respective sub-solution does
not contribute a large positive effect on the error and, there-
fore, can be excluded. The matched feature corresponding to
a respective sub-solution is the matched feature that was
excluded from the set of N matched features when determin-
ing that sub-solution. The residual for each sub-solution hav-
ing a Z-score above the Z threshold is compared against the
residual threshold in this manner. The matched feature corre-
sponding to any such sub-solution having a residual less than
the residual threshold is excluded from the set of N matched
features resulting in an optimized set of matched features.
This optimized set of matched features is used to determine a
refined position solution as discussed with respect to block
106 above.

The feature set optimization discussed herein provides a
two-stage process to determine which, if any, matched fea-
tures to exclude. The first stage includes blocks 202 and 204
and identifies any sub-solutions (determined with a respective
matched feature excluded) are outliers among the set of N
sub-solutions. This first stage identifies which matched fea-
tures are heavy influencers on the initial position solution.
Only sub-solutions (and their corresponding matched fea-
tures) meeting this Z threshold are analyzed further. The
second stage includes blocks 206 and 208 where the outlying
sub-solutions identified in stage one are further analyzed to
estimate how much error corresponds to the matched feature
excluded in the sub-solution. If the amount of error in a
sub-solution is less than or only slightly larger than the error
of the initial position solution, then that sub-solution is pre-
sumably better or not much worse than the initial position
solution providing evidence that the corresponding matched
feature provided little benefit or a negative benefit (i.e., in
regards to accuracy) to the initial position solution. The cor-
responding matched feature, therefore, is a good candidate to
exclude. If the amount of error in the sub-solution is substan-
tially larger than the error of the initial position solution, then
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that sub-solution is significantly worse than the initial posi-
tion solution, providing evidence that the corresponding
matched feature provided a significant positive (i.e., closer to
accurate) benefit to the initial position solution. Therefore,
the corresponding matched feature is beneficial and should
not be excluded. In this way, one or more bad matched fea-
tures can be identified and excluded from a set of N matched
features.

FIG. 7 is a system 700 configured to implement the meth-
ods described above to determine a position solution and
optimize a set of matched features. The system 700 includes
one or more image capturing devices 704 configured to cap-
ture at least one optical image, coupled to one or more pro-
cessing devices 706 which are coupled to one or more data
storage devices 708 configured to store geo-referenced
orthoimagery 712. In at least one implementation, the one or
more processing devices 708 is a programmable device that
processes data received from the image capturing device 704
as directed by instructions stored on the one or more data
storage devices 708. The one or more data storage devices
708 include instructions 714-720 which, when executed by
the one or more processing devices 706, cause the one or more
processing devices 706 to implement the methods described
above.

In certain embodiments, the one or more processing
devices 706 can include a central processing unit (CPU),
microcontroller, microprocessor (e.g., a digital signal proces-
sor (DSP)), field programmable gate array (FPGA), applica-
tion specific integrated circuit (ASIC), or other processing
device. In certain embodiments, the one or more data storage
devices 708 include a non-volatile electronic hardware device
for storing machine readable data and instructions. In one
embodiment, the one or more data storage devices 708 store
information on any appropriate computer readable medium
used for storage of computer readable instructions or data
structures. The computer readable medium can be imple-
mented as any available media that can be accessed by a
general purpose or special purpose computer or processor, or
any programmable logic device. Suitable processor-readable
media may include storage or memory media such as mag-
netic or optical media. For example, storage or memory
media may include conventional hard disks, Compact Disk-
Read Only Memory (CD-ROM), volatile or non-volatile
media such as Random Access Memory (RAM) (including,
but not limited to, Synchronous Dynamic Random Access
Memory (SDRAM), Double Data Rate (DDR) RAM, RAM-
BUS Dynamic RAM (RDRAM), Static RAM (SRAM), etc.),
Read Only Memory (ROM), Electrically Erasable Program-
mable ROM (EEPROM), and flash memory, etc.

The image capturing device 704 can include some or all of
the image capturing devices that were discussed with respect
to method 100 above. As discussed above, in certain imple-
mentations, the system 700 includes sensors other than the
image capturing device 704. For example, the system 704
may include a range sensor 728. If the system 700 includes a
range sensor 728, the range sensor 728 can aid the image
capturing device 704 in providing three-dimensional image
data that describes the environment of the navigation system
700. In at least one implementation, the range sensor 728
includes an electronic distance measurement sensor, such as
aLiDAR, aradar, and the like. In a further alternative embodi-
ment, the system 700 may include other sensors that provide
navigational data to the processing device 706. For example,
the processing unit 706 may receive inertial measurement
data from an inertial measurement unit 724. As one having
skill in the art would recognize, the inertial measurement unit
724 provides inertial measurements associated with accelera-
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tion and rotation as measured by multiple accelerometers and
gyroscopes. Further, the processing unit 706 may receive
measurements from a global navigation satellite system
(GNSS) receiver 722. The processing unit 706 can use the
additional navigation information from the additional sensors
to calculate a navigation solution for the system 700. In cer-
tain implementations, if a navigation solution is calculated,
the processor 706 can provide the navigation solution to a
human machine interface 726, where the human machine
interface 726 can provide information derived from the cal-
culated navigation solution to a user. In at least one imple-
mentation, the human machine interface 726 includes a dis-
play for displaying the information, a speaker for providing
audio information, and/or an input device such as a keyboard,
pointer, touch screen, etc. that allow the user to input infor-
mation.

Example Embodiments

Example 1 includes a method for optimizing a set of
matched features, the method comprising: matching features
between an optical image and a geo-referenced orthoimage to
produce an initial set of matched features; determining an
initial position solution corresponding to the optical image
using the initial set of N matched features; determining a set
of N sub-solutions, wherein each of the N sub-solutions is a
position solution using a different set of (N-1) matched fea-
tures, wherein each set of (N-1) matched features is the initial
set of N matched features having a different matched feature
excluded therefrom; calculating a Z-score for each sub-solu-
tion in the set of N sub-solutions using the set of N sub-
solutions as the population for the Z-score; calculating a
residual for each sub-solution in the set of N sub-solutions
having a Z-score above a Z-threshold, wherein each residual
is based on a distance between a location of each feature in a
set of features in the optical image and a predicted location of
that feature according to a respective sub-solution for that
residual; if any of the residuals are less than a residual thresh-
old, excluding a matched feature corresponding to the sub-
solution for that residual from the set of N matched features to
produce an optimized set of matched features, wherein the
matched feature corresponding to the sub-solution is the
matched feature that was excluded from the set of N matched
features when determining that sub-solution; and determin-
ing a refined position solution corresponding to the optical
image using the optimized set of matched features.

Example 2 includes the method of Example 1, wherein
calculating a Z-score for each sub-solution includes calculat-
ing a Z-score for a respective sub-solution based on the 2-di-
mensional position solution of that respective sub-solution in
the set of N sub-solutions.

Example 3 includes the method of any of Examples 1-2,
wherein calculating a residual for each sub-solution includes
calculating a median of a set of distances, wherein the set of
distances includes the distance between the location of each
feature in the set of features in the optical image and the
predicted location of that feature according to the respective
sub-solution in the set of N sub-solutions.

Example 4 includes the method of any of Examples 1-3,
wherein the residual threshold is based on a residual of the
initial position solution.

Example 5 includes the method of any of Examples 1-4,
wherein the set of features used to calculate a residual is the
set of N-1 matched features.

Example 6 includes the method of any of Examples 1-5,
comprising: capturing the optical image using an image cap-
turing device mounted on a vehicle, wherein the initial posi-
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tion solution and the refined position solution are respective
position solutions for the vehicle.

Example 7 includes the method of Example 6, wherein
determining the initial position solution includes determining
the initial position solution based on a navigation solution
from a previous iteration of a vision-aided navigation solution
algorithm.

Example 8 includes the method of any of Examples 1-7,
wherein determining an initial position solution, determining
a set of N sub-solutions, and determining a refined position
solution, use the perspective-n-point algorithm.

Example 9 includes a system for optimizing a set of
matched features, the system comprising: one or more pro-
cessing devices; one or more data storage devices configured
to store geo-referenced orthoimagery, wherein the one or
more data storage devices are coupled to the one or more
processing devices and including instructions which, when
executed by the one or more processing devices, cause the one
or more processing devices to: match features between an
optical image and a geo-referenced orthoimage to produce an
initial set of matched features; determine an initial position
solution corresponding to the optical image using the initial
set of N matched features; determine a set of N sub-solutions,
wherein each of the N sub-solutions is a position solution
using a different set of (N-1) matched features, wherein each
set of (N-1) matched features is the initial set of N matched
features having a different matched feature excluded there-
from; calculate a Z-score for each sub-solution in the set of N
sub-solutions using the set of N sub-solutions as the popula-
tion for the Z-score; calculate a residual for each sub-solution
in the set of N sub-solutions having a Z-score above a
Z-threshold, wherein each residual is based on a distance
between a location of each feature in a set of features in the
optical image and a predicted location of that feature accord-
ing to a respective sub-solution for that residual; if any of the
residuals are less than a residual threshold, exclude a matched
feature corresponding to the sub-solution for that residual
from the set of N matched features to produce an optimized
set of matched features, wherein the matched feature corre-
sponding to the sub-solution is the matched feature that was
excluded from the set of N matched features when determin-
ing that sub-solution; and determine a refined position solu-
tion corresponding to the optical image using the optimized
set of matched features.

Example 10 includes the system of Example 9, wherein
calculate a Z-score for each sub-solution includes calculate a
Z-score for a respective sub-solution based on the 2-dimen-
sional position solution of that respective sub-solution in the
set of N sub-solutions.

Example 11 includes the system of any of Examples 9-10,
wherein calculate a residual for each sub-solution includes
calculate a median of a set of distances, wherein the set of
distances includes the distance between the location of each
feature in the set of features in the optical image and the
predicted location of that feature according to the respective
sub-solution in the set of N sub-solutions.

Example 12 includes the system of any of Examples 9-11,
wherein the residual threshold is based on a residual of the
initial position solution.

Example 13 includes the system of any of Examples 9-12,
wherein the set of features used to calculate a residual is the
set of N-1 matched features.

Example 14 includes the system of any of Examples 9-13,
comprising: at least one image capturing device configured to
capture the optical image, wherein the initial position solution
and the refined position solution are respective position solu-
tions for the at least one image capturing device.
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Example 15 includes the system of Example 14, wherein
determine the initial position solution includes determine the
initial position solution based on a navigation solution from a
previous iteration of a vision-aided navigation solution algo-
rithm.

Example 16 includes the system of any of Examples 9-15,
wherein determining an initial position solution, determining
a set of N sub-solutions, and determining a refined position
solution, use the perspective-n-point algorithm.

Example 17 includes a program product comprising a com-
puter readable medium on which program instructions are
embodied, wherein the program instructions are configured,
when executed by at least one programmable processor, to
cause the at least one programmable processor to: match
features between an optical image and a geo-referenced
orthoimage to produce an initial set of matched features;
determine an initial position solution corresponding to the
optical image using the initial set of N matched features;
determine a set of N sub-solutions, wherein each of the N
sub-solutions is a position solution using a different set of
(N-1) matched features, wherein each set of (N-1) matched
features is the initial set of N matched features having a
different matched feature excluded therefrom; calculate a
Z-score for each sub-solution in the set of N sub-solutions
using the set of N sub-solutions as the population for the
Z-score; calculate aresidual for each sub-solution in the set of
N sub-solutions having a Z-score above a Z-threshold,
wherein each residual is based on a distance between a loca-
tion of each feature in a set of features in the optical image and
a predicted location of that feature according to a respective
sub-solution for that residual; if any of the residuals are less
than a residual threshold, exclude a matched feature corre-
sponding to the sub-solution for that residual from the set of
N matched features to produce an optimized set of matched
features, wherein the matched feature corresponding to the
sub-solution is the matched feature that was excluded from
the set of N matched features when determining that sub-
solution; and determine a refined position solution corre-
sponding to the optical image using the optimized set of
matched features.

Example 18 includes the program product of Example 17,
wherein the residual threshold is based on a residual of the
initial position solution.

Example 19 includes the program product of any of
Examples 17-18, wherein the set of features used to calculate
a residual is the set of N-1 matched features.

Example 20 includes the program product of any of
Examples 17-19, wherein determine the initial position solu-
tion includes determine the initial position solution based on
a navigation solution from a previous iteration of a vision-
aided navigation solution algorithm.

What is claimed is:
1. A method for optimizing a set of matched features, the
method comprising:

matching features between an optical image and a geo-
referenced orthoimage to produce an initial set of
matched features;

determining an initial position solution corresponding to
the optical image using the initial set of N matched
features;

determining a set of N sub-solutions, wherein each of the N
sub-solutions is a position solution using a different set
of (N-1) matched features, wherein each set of (N-1)
matched features is the initial set of N matched features
having a different matched feature excluded therefrom;
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calculating with a processing device a Z-score for each
sub-solution in the set of N sub-solutions using the set of
N sub-solutions as the population for the Z-score;

calculating with the processing device a residual for each
sub-solution in the set of N sub-solutions having a
Z-score above a Z-threshold, wherein each residual is
based on a distance between a location of each feature in
a set of features in the optical image and a predicted
location of that feature according to a respective sub-
solution for that residual;

if any of the residuals are less than a residual threshold,

excluding a matched feature corresponding to the sub-
solution for that residual from the set of N matched
features to produce an optimized set of matched fea-
tures, wherein the matched feature corresponding to the
sub-solution is the matched feature that was excluded
from the set of N matched features when determining
that sub-solution; and

determining a refined position solution corresponding to

the optical image using the optimized set of matched
features.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein calculating a Z-score for
each sub-solution includes calculating a Z-score for a respec-
tive sub-solution based on the 2-dimensional position solu-
tion of that respective sub-solution in the set of N sub-solu-
tions.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein calculating a residual for
each sub-solution includes calculating a median of a set of
distances, wherein the set of distances includes the distance
between the location of each feature in the set of features in
the optical image and the predicted location of that feature
according to the respective sub-solution in the set of N sub-
solutions.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the residual threshold is
based on a residual of the initial position solution.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the set of features used
to calculate a residual is the set of N-1 matched features.

6. The method of claim 1, comprising:

capturing the optical image using an image capturing

device mounted on a vehicle,

wherein the initial position solution and the refined posi-

tion solution are respective position solutions for the
vehicle.

7. The method of claim 6, wherein determining the initial
position solution includes determining the initial position
solution based on a navigation solution from a previous itera-
tion of a vision-aided navigation solution algorithm.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein determining an initial
position solution, determining a set of N sub-solutions, and
determining a refined position solution, use the perspective-
n-point algorithm.

9. A system for optimizing a set of matched features, the
system comprising:

one or more processing devices;

one or more data storage devices configured to store geo-

referenced orthoimagery, wherein the one or more data

storage devices are coupled to the one or more process-

ing devices and including instructions which, when

executed by the one or more processing devices, cause

the one or more processing devices to:

match features between an optical image and a geo-
referenced orthoimage to produce an initial set of
matched features;

determine an initial position solution corresponding to
the optical image using the initial set of N matched
features;
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determine a set of N sub-solutions, wherein each of the
N sub-solutions is a position solution using a different
set of (N-1) matched features, wherein each set of
(N-1) matched features is the initial set of N matched
features having a different matched feature excluded
therefrom;

calculate a Z-score for each sub-solution in the set of N
sub-solutions using the set of N sub-solutions as the
population for the Z-score;

calculate a residual for each sub-solution in the set of N
sub-solutions having a Z-score above a Z-threshold,
wherein each residual is based on a distance between
a location of each feature in a set of features in the
optical image and a predicted location of that feature
according to a respective sub-solution for that
residual;

if any of the residuals are less than a residual threshold,
exclude a matched feature corresponding to the sub-
solution for that residual from the set of N matched
features to produce an optimized set of matched fea-
tures, wherein the matched feature corresponding to
the sub-solution is the matched feature that was
excluded from the set of N matched features when
determining that sub-solution; and

determine a refined position solution corresponding to
the optical image using the optimized set of matched
features.

10. The system of claim 9, wherein calculate a Z-score for
each sub-solution includes calculate a Z-score for a respective
sub-solution based on the 2-dimensional position solution of
that respective sub-solution in the set of N sub-solutions.

11. The system of claim 9, wherein calculate a residual for
each sub-solution includes calculate a median of a set of
distances, wherein the set of distances includes the distance
between the location of each feature in the set of features in
the optical image and the predicted location of that feature
according to the respective sub-solution in the set of N sub-
solutions.

12. The system of claim 9, wherein the residual threshold is
based on a residual of the initial position solution.

13. The system of claim 9, wherein the set of features used
to calculate a residual is the set of N-1 matched features.

14. The system of claim 9, comprising:

at least one image capturing device configured to capture

the optical image,

wherein the initial position solution and the refined posi-

tion solution are respective position solutions for the at
least one image capturing device.

15. The system of claim 14, wherein determine the initial
position solution includes determine the initial position solu-
tion based on a navigation solution from a previous iteration
of a vision-aided navigation solution algorithm.

16. The system of claim 9, wherein determining an initial
position solution, determining a set of N sub-solutions, and
determining a refined position solution, use the perspective-
n-point algorithm.

17. A system comprising at least one programmable pro-
cessor programmed to:

match features between an optical image and a geo-refer-

enced orthoimage to produce an initial set of matched
features;

determine an initial position solution corresponding to the

optical image using the initial set of N matched features;

determine a set of N sub-solutions, wherein each of the N

sub-solutions is a position solution using a different set
of (N-1) matched features, wherein each set of (N-1)
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matched features is the initial set of N matched features
having a different matched feature excluded therefrom;
calculate a Z-score for each sub-solution in the set of N
sub-solutions using the set of N sub-solutions as the
population for the Z-score;
calculate a residual for each sub-solution in the set of N
sub-solutions having a Z-score above a Z-threshold,
wherein each residual is based on a distance between a
location of each feature in a set of features in the optical
image and a predicted location of that feature according
to a respective sub-solution for that residual;
if any of the residuals are less than a residual threshold,
exclude a matched feature corresponding to the sub-
solution for that residual from the set of N matched
features to produce an optimized set of matched fea-
tures, wherein the matched feature corresponding to the
sub-solution is the matched feature that was excluded
from the set of N matched features when determining
that sub-solution; and
determine a refined position solution corresponding to the
optical image using the optimized set of matched fea-
tures.
18. The system of claim 17, wherein the residual threshold
is based on a residual of the initial position solution.
19. The system of claim 17, wherein the set of features used
to calculate a residual is the set of N-1 matched features.
20. The system of claim 17, wherein determine the initial
position solution includes determine the initial position solu-
tion based on a navigation solution from a previous iteration
of a vision-aided navigation solution algorithm.
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